
Entrance Antiphon: Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to the King, who 

rules heaven and earth for ever. 

 
 
Responsorial Psalm: May God bless us in His mercy. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, Alleluia! 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; now He 

speaks to us through His Son.     Alleluia!  
 

Communion Antiphon: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for 

ever. 
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ST ANTHONY’S 
PARISH CHURCH 
105 Eleventh Avenue 

AUSTRAL 2179 
 

Pastor:   
Fr. Robert Hayes  PP RFD VF 
Dean of the Western Deanery 
 
 

Secretary: Cheryl McKell  
House Manager: Cathy Sanders 
 

Presbytery: Parish Office is 
open on: Tuesday - Thursday 
Closed for lunch 12.30-1.30 pm. 
 

Phone: 9606 0206; Fax: 9606 0153 

Email Adress:  
stanthonysaustral@bigpond.com 
Web Address: 
www.stanthonysaustral.org 
 

Archdiocesan website:  
www.sydney.catholic.org.au 
Presbytery is closed on Mondays. 
 

St Anthony of Padua Catholic 
College 
School Principal: 
Mrs Lea De Angelis 
Phone: 9606 8600 
Email:info@stapaustral.catholic.edu.au 

 

Sacramental Life 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist: 

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday - 5.30pm Vigil (Includes 

Children‟s Liturgy during School 

Term) 

Sunday - 7.30am 

Sunday - 9am  (Includes Chil-

dren‟s Liturgy during School Term) 

Monday - No Mass 

Tuesday - 9am 

Wednesday - 9am 

Thursday - 9am 

Friday - 9.00am 
 

 

Reconciliation: Saturday 
4.30 - 5.15pm 
 

Baptisms & Marriages:   
By appointment at Presbytery 

 

Anointing:  Every 2 months - 
check bulletin for dates 
 

Sick Calls: Any time - day/night. 
 

Funeral Masses: In co-operation 
with Funeral Directors. 
 
 

1. Mary, the Mother of God 

 

In his moving musical composition Like Winter Waiting, John Foley, SJ, 
has Joseph sing about Mary, “Who is this woman?” For many people 
(and, of course, maybe for Joseph too) the question is really, “Who is this 
woman to me?” These two questions are very different in character. 
Consider the first one. The traditional answer to it is that Mary is the Moth-
er of God. 
What Mary is to you depends on you. 

This can be hard to understand. All Christians agree that God is without 
beginning. It seems that a God without beginning can‟t be born. And so it 
seems that God can‟t have a mother either. 
But Jesus is fully human and fully divine. As man, God can be born. And 
so, after all, God can have and did have a human mother. 
That mother is Mary. 
And that is why, if it is taken theologically, the answer to the question Jo-
seph sings in John Foley‟s music, “Who is this woman?” is this: Mary is 
the Mother of God. 
But the more pressing question remains: “Who is this woman to me?” 
The answer to this question depends on the life and love of each person 
who answers it, doesn‟t it? 
Think about it this way. For every person who reads this website, John 
Foley is the Jesuit priest who is the editor of the website and the compos-
er of very influential liturgical music. But the answer to the question, “Who 
is John Foley to me?” depends on the person answering the question. To 
me, he is a dear friend. But that is because the history of my life includes 
care for him and commitment to him. 
And this is how it is for each person and Mary too. What Mary is to you 
depends on you, on your own care for her and commitment to her. 
But, you might think, how much care and commitment should I have for 
Mary? 
Isn‟t that a backwards way to think about relationship with any person, 

though, Mary included? Maybe this is a better way. Elizabeth said to 

Mary, “who am I that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” (Luke 

1:43) Maybe what we should ask is, “What are we that the mother of our 

Lord should come to us?” 

 

 

Dear Parishioners,  
We celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God.  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/1:43
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/1:43


 2. Thank You 
 
I thank you all for your attendance at our Christmas 
liturgies and hope they were uplifting and devotional 
for you all as we celebrated the Birth of Jesus Chriist. 
 
I thank everyone involved in the four liturgies especial-
ly the Casha Family who looked after the Family Mass; 
the Parish Choir for both Midnight and the 9am Mass 
and Matt Young for organising the powerpoint at 
7.30am. 
 
Ir is great to see parishioners wishing to be involved 
and as they say “the more the merrier” and “many 
hands make light work.” 
 
I am sure that if you want to get involved in a ministry 
in the parish there is ample opportunities for you to 
make a difference.  
 
May I wish each and everyone of you a very Blessed 
2017. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
May God Bless You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr Bob 

KID’S CORNER. 
 
Q. What did the nut say when it got a cold? 
 
A. Cashew. 

 
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2016  

 
 
Hannah Arendt, one of the twentieth century‟s 
most famous political theorists, once explained 
that the greatest challenge to darkness, despair, 
and a world without hope is the spontaneity of a 
child‟s birth, which brings with it faith and hope, so 
much so that freedom was “guaranteed by each 
new birth.”1 
The Christmas story is a story of just such a birth. 
In a small stable in Bethlehem a child was born to 
a poor young mother and her husband. This 
young couple had just made the exhausting jour-
ney from Nazareth, and found no room at the inn. 
 

 You might think such a small event could hardly 
have an effect on anyone but the child‟s parents. 
And yet the birth of this little child in a stable 
brought with it such hope, such freedom, such joy. 
Indeed, that birth in a lowly manger was seen as a 
threat to the tyranny of King Herod, so much so 
that he sought to have the child killed.  
Sometimes it can seem like the Herods of this 

world may succeed in extinguishing the flame of 

faith and hope that comes with the birth of this 

child; as we witnessed terrorist incidents in so 

many countries this year, for example, or the per-

secution of Christians and others in the Middle 

East and elsewhere, we might be tempted to think 

that the horrors of this world will never end. 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fulltechtricks.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F12%2Fhappy-new-year-wallpapers-2016-best.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fulltechtricks.com%2Fhappy-new-year-hd-images-wallpapers-2016-pics.html&do


CHURCH CLEANING ROSTER 
 

2-7 January 2017 
Mrs V Casha, Mrs S Arcuri, 
Mrs M Masini, Mrs M Cvetko 

 
9-14 January 
M Sarpa, M Gimellaro, M DeVries 

 
 

READERS ROSTER 
 

31 December/1 January 2017 
 
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm  
Commentator: Veronica Casha 
Readers:  
Veronica Casha: 1st Reading 
Vanessa Casha: 2nd Reading & Prayers of Faithful 
 
Sunday: 7.30am 
Commentator: Chris Pisani  
Readers:  
Chris Pisani: 1st Reading 
Margaret Pisani: 2nd Reading & Prayers of Faithful 
 
Sunday: 9am 
Commentator: John-William Fisher 
Readers: 
John-William Fisher: 1st Reading 
Frances Musso: 2nd Reading & Prayers of Faithful 

 
 

7/8 January 2017 (The Epiphany of the Lord)      
  
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm  
Commentator: Charlie Cilia 
Readers:  
Charlie Cilia: 1st Reading 
Julie Dimech: 2nd Reading & Prayers of Faithful 
 
Sunday: 7.30am 
Commentator: Pasqualina Catanzariti 
Readers:  
Pasqualina Catanzariti: 1st Reading 
Allan Phillips: 2nd Reading & Prayers of Faithful 
 
Sunday: 9am 
Commentator: Faye Palamara 
Readers: 
Faye Palamara: 1st Reading 
Daniela Romeo: 2nd Reading & Prayers of Faithful 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Extroardinary Minister of the Eucharist Roster 
 

31 December/1 January 2017 
 
Saturday Vigil  
Victoria Bugeja & Robert Gimellaro 
 
Sunday 7.30am 
Margaret Pisani & Pasqualina Catanzariti 
 
Sunday 9am 
Frances Musso & Pam Ajkay 
 
7/8 January 
 
Saturday Vigil 
David & Sarah Casha 
 
Sunday 7.30am 
Pasqualina Catanzariti & Margaret Pisani 
 
Sunday 9am 
Faye Palamara & Ken O‟Leary 
 

 
ALTAR SERVERS ROSTER 

 
31 December   7 January 
 
Saturday Vigil   Saturday Vigil 
 
Daniel Garzaniti  Joey Grima 
Mark Vassallo   Alyssa Galea 
Lauren Vassallo  Emily Galea 
      

 
CHILDREN‟S LITURGY ROSTER 

 
No Childrens Liturgy in 
School Holidays 

 
 
 

 
 

ACOLYTES ROSTER 
 

31 Dec/1 Jan 2017  7/8 January 
 
Saturday Vigil   Saturday Vigil 
Eric Hockings   Gerry Crescini 
 
Sunday 7.30am  Sunday 7.30am 
George Ajkay   Matt Young  
    
Sunday 9am   Sunday 9am 
Anthony Zanetic  Peter Grizelj  
         



 
 

               POPE FRANCIS COLUMN 

 

 
 

 
 
Pope at His Wednesday  28 December Audience: „Hope Against Hope‟ 
 
Hope does not disappoint….Therefore, like Abraham, we are to hope against hope… 
Pope Francis stressed this during this morning‟s General Audience in the Vatican‟s Paul VI Hall, as be-
gan a new series of catechesis on the theme of Christian hope.  
 
Recalling that in St. Paul‟s Letter to the Romans, he reminds us how the great figure of Abraham shows 
us the way of faith and hope. Of him, the Apostle writes, “He believed, hoping against all hope, that he 
would become the father of many nations” (Rom 4:18). 
 
Hoping against hope 
“This concept is strong,” Francis stressed, “even when there is no hope, I hope.” 
Trusting in the Lord‟s promise, despite having reasons to believe at he and his wife‟s elderly ages that 
having a child would be impossible, he kept hoping and followed the Lord‟s commands. 
This hope, the Pontiff underscored, “is the ability to go beyond human reasoning, wisdom and prudence 
of the world, beyond what is normally considered common sense, to believe in the impossible.” 
 
Hope Opens Horizons for Impossible, Unimaginable 
“Hope opens up new horizons, it allows us to look at what it is not even imaginable,” Francis said, noting 
it means entering “into darkness of an uncertain future to walk in the light.” 
Despite all this, the Pope conceded,  it is a difficult journey, one which comes at times, with despair. 
Even for Abraham, he noted, we see this. Though he didn‟t lose hope, he complained to the Lord. This, 
too, we learn from our father Abraham: to complain to the Lord is a way of praying. 
 
Despite Discouragement, Trust 
In the heart of Abraham there is the darkness of disappointment, discouragement, the difficulty in continu-
ing to hope for something impossible, feeling that even as he turns to the Lord, it feels as if He were gone 
and had not kept His word… 
 
“So how can we continue to trust?” Francis pondered. 
First of all, he clarified, this „complaining‟ is a prayer, a prayer for hope. He noted how often there is hope 

amid darkness, that which propels you despite doubt, forward. 



 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
 
 

In your love and concern, please pray for:- 
 
 

Recently Deceased:    
 

Anniversaries:  
 
Also for:  Sam & Maria Gauci, Bradley Gauci, Michael & Joseph Jackson, Ashleigh Connor, Chris Best-
wich, Denise Segatto, Carron Smith 
 

We remember those who are sick in the community that the Lord will be their comforter and heal-
er as we pray for: 

 

Lorraine Stedman, Sarina Macri, Lina Cataldo, Tony Pustahija, Tony Macri, Paul Farnsworth.  

 
 

Perfumed Roses consecrated in the Garden of Mary Children‟s Prayer Group  
 

Children and parents are invited to participate in the Children‟s Prayer Group.  
Every first Saturday of the month  

 Next Meeting is January 7th 2017 in the Hall. 
 

Where: St Anthony‟s Church Hall, Austral  
Time: 4:15pm until 5:15pm.  

 
 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS RE YEAR 7 ENROLEMENTS  
IN SYDNEY CATHOLIC SYSTEMIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

 
From 2017, all Sydney Catholic Secondary Systemic Schools will be enrolling students for Year 7 two 
years before their intended start date. 
This means that, for students in Year 5 in 2017, enrolement applications, interviews and offers of places 
will be conducted at Sydney Catholic Secondary Schools over the course of 2017. 
The earlier enrolment timing will give parents greater assurance of securing a place for their child so that 
they can follow a continuous Catholic education pathway from Kindergarten to year 12. 
For more information, please contact the Principal of your child‟s Sydney Catholic School. 

 
 



 
We hope our Parishioners will support the busi-

nesses that support our  
Parish of St Anthony‟s by advertising  

in our weekly Bulletin 

 
KID’S CORNER. 
 
Q. What did the nut say when it got a cold? 
A. Cashew. 

         Catholic Weekly—Available $2.00 

 
 
 
 

 Archbishop‟s homily: A Knights of Malta con-
spiracy? 

 
 Monica Doumit: three cheers for Cardinal 

George Pell, man of courage 
 
 Lidcombe milestone: twelve months of Adora-

tion 
 
 Eileen O‟Connor special school opens 
 
 Get your free 2017 Rome Pilgrimages Calen-

dar 
 
 Just before the end: extinction of Christianity 

in the Middle East looms 
 
 
 Plus: Vista whats on in your Parish? 

 
Please put $2 in the poor box 

 
 

 
 

The Chain of Mary Association Inc 
 
 

One Decade Rosary Booklet. 
Please feel free to take the Chain of Mary one dec-
ade Rosary booklet & pray it each day with faith and 

devotion.  
Ask for any grace you need and Mother Mary will 

listen to you.  
Write your name and intentions in this book & once 

a week Mass will be offered for you.   
For any enquiries please call  

Sr-in-Christ Rosa  
Ph: 96067571 



. 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


