
Entrance Antiphon:   Behold, the Lord, the 
Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in his 
grasp, and power and dominion. 

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, every nation on 
earth will adore you.  

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! We 
have seen his star in the East; and have come to adore the Lord. Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon:  We have seen his star in the East, and have 
come with gifts to adore the Lord. 

 

 

1. In the Gospel Reading God sent the Magi by means of heavenly 
signs to the baby Jesus. In the end, the signs in heaven were not   
enough; but there was a special revelation about this child that added the 
missing element. When they did find the child, the Magi left him rich gifts. 
And then God warned the Magi in a dream not to return to King Herod to 
tell him where the baby was.  Because of that dream, the Magi went home 
another way, and the baby was kept safe from Herod. 
Just look at all the things God does for this one child! Signs in heaven, 
miraculously helpful strangers, special messages from God, rich gifts, and 
warning dreams, divine protection against powerful bad people. 
 

God will call his people and shepherd them—but he will not force 

them. 
How many children die who might have been saved if even one of these 
things had been done for them? A sign that brings help from afar, a 
special instruction from God, huge amounts of money, a dream that 
protects from bad guys—these things are not enough to keep all children 
from early death, but surely many children could have been saved by any 
of these means. 
Why does God give all these things to Jesus? Why doesn’t God give even 
some of them to all children? 
The answer to both questions is the same, I think.  
The first thing that happens after the Fall is that Abel, one of the children 
of Adam and Eve, dies at the hand of Cain, their other child. God could 
have protected Abel from Cain by any of the means God used to help 
Jesus—but God doesn’t do so. From the very beginning of our post-Fall 
world, God establishes the following policy: he will not force anybody to do 
what is good or omit what is evil. God will call his people and shepherd 
them—but he will not force them. And so countless children die because 
of the evil of other human beings. 
But the powerless baby Jesus is God’s best hope of healing human evil. 
Jesus is God’s call of love. And that is why God’s power can be used to 
keep Jesus from dying as a baby. He needs to die on the cross. That 
death is the last, most powerful call of love. 
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Celebration of the Eucharist: 

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday Vigils: 5pm  

Sunday - 7.30am, 9am & 5pm 

Masses:Tuesday, Wednesday, 
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http://usccb.org/bible/readings/010823.cfm


2. Pope Benedict XVI 
 
Pope Benedict XVI - St Peter’s Square, Sunday, 
6 January 2008 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Today we joyfully celebrate the Epiphany of the 
Lord, his manifestation to the peoples of the 
entire world, represented by the Magi who came 
from the East to render homage to the King of 
the Jews. Observing the heavenly phenomena, 
these mysterious personages had seen a new 
star and, instructed by the ancient prophets as 
well, they recognized in it the sign of the 
Messiah’s birth, a descendant of David (see Mt 
2: 1-12). From its initial appearance, therefore, 
the light of Christ began to attract to himself the 
people “with whom he is pleased” (Lk 2: 14), of 
every tongue, people and culture. It is the power 
of the Holy Spirit that moves hearts and minds 
to seek truth, beauty, justice, peace. It is what 
the Servant of God John Paul II affirmed in the 
Encyclical Fides et Ratio: “men and women are 
on a journey of discovery which is humanly 
unstoppable - a search for the truth and a 
search for a person to whom they might entrust 
themselves” (no. 33). The Magi found both of 
these realities in the Child of Bethlehem. 
 
Men and women of every generation need on 
their pilgrim journey to be directed: what star 
can we therefore follow? After coming to rest 
“over the place where the child was” (Mt 2: 9), 
the purpose of the star that guided the Magi 
ended, but its spiritual light is always present in 
the Word of the Gospel, which is still able today 
to guide every person to Jesus. This same 
Word, which is none other than the reflection of 
Christ, true man and true God, is authoritatively 
echoed by the Church for every well-disposed 
heart. The Church too, therefore, carries out the 
mission of the star for humanity. But something 
of the sort could be said of each Christian, 
called to illuminate the path of the brethren by 
word and example of life. How important it is 
that we Christians are faithful to our vocation! 
Every authentic believer is always traveling his 
own personal itinerary of faith, and at the same 
time, with the little light that he carries within 
himself, can and must be a help to those 
alongside him, and even help the one for whom 
finding the way that leads to Christ is difficult. 
 

3. Coming Feasts  
 
Please join us for Mass on Monday 9

th
 January 

2023 to celebrate the The Baptism of the Lord 
at 6.30pm.      

4. Solemn Pontifical Requiem Mass for Pope 
 Emeritus Benedict XVI 
 
You are invited to attend the mass held in the 
honour of the Late Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on 
Thursday 12 January 2023 at 5:30pm. Please be 
seated by 5:15pm at St Mary's Cathedral 2 St 
Mary's Rd, Sydney.     

5. House Blessings 
 
The weeks following the Feast of the Epiphany 
have for centuries in our Catholic faith been a 
traditional time for the blessing of our homes. 
There is special Holy Water blessed specifically for 
this feast as well as chalk. The water is used to 
bless the house and the chalk is used to “chalk the 
door”. This involves writing the letters C, M and B 
and the numbers of the year, for example 2023, at 
the top of the front door with chalk. The letters 
stand for the names of the three Magi: Caspar, 
Melchior and Balthasar. They also represent the 
Latin blessing Christus mansionem benedicat, 
which means “May Christ bless this house.” 
 
I (Fr Ronnie) will be available to bless any 
parishioners’ homes in the weeks following the 
Feast of the Epiphany on Sunday 8

th
 January. It 

will also be a great opportunity for me to get to 
know the parish more and more and hear from you 
about our parish community.  
 
If you would like to have your home blessed, 
please contact the parish office or send me an 
email at pp@stanthonysaustral.org 
 
6. Special Mass to celebrate the anniversary 
 of Eileen O'Connor  
 
The Sisters of Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor 
invite you to join us in celebrating the anniversary 
of the death of our co-foundress and Servant of 
God,  Eileen O’Connor. Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus, 
Terry Brady, will concelebrate a special Mass at  
 
St Brigid’s Church,  
135B Brook St, Coogee,  
commencing at 11 am  
Tuesday 10 January 2023.  
 
After Mass, all visitors are welcome to attend to 
Our Lady’s Home, 35 Dudley St, Coogee, to pray 
at Eileen’s tomb, join in the recitations of the 
Rosary or just sit in quiet meditation. For 
everyone’s safety, the number of people permitted 
in the chapel at any one time will have to be 
monitored. We thank you for your 
patience. Visitors are also welcome to place their 
petitions in our intercessory box. All are welcome 
to attend this special event.    



7. Christmas Thank You 
 
Many thanks to all those who put in a great effort 
over the Christmas Season to assist in our parish 
celebrations. To our choirs, acolytes, servers,  
church decorators, lectors, wardens and counters  
and all those who contributed to the celebration 
of Christmas Masses, we are very grateful.  
 
8. Catechist Sunday – 
 
Our Parish will celebrate Catechist Sunday on 5 
February 2023. This is an opportunity to 
acknowledge and thank your catechists for their 
work in our Public Schools.   If you are thinking of 
volunteering one hour per week to spread the 
word to our children from non-Catholic schools 
please contact the Parish office for further 
information.     
 
9. The Catholic Weekly  
 
A special edition of the Catholic Weekly is 
available for purchase this week to 
commemorate the passing of Pope Benedict XVI.  
Copies are available at the back of the church.    
 
 10. Parking 
 
Please reserve the parking in the churchyard for 
the elderly seniors who find it difficult to walk a 
long distance from their car to the church. You 
may use the street parking on Eleventh Avenue 
or the carpark between the church and the hall. 
You may drop off anyone but please reserve the 
green grass parking area for the seniors of the 
church.    
 
11. Volunteers 
 
Our Parish is always looking for volunteers.  If 
you can assist in anyway from lectors, preparing 
the church for events, joining the choir, becoming 
an acolyte or assisting general maintenance such 
as mowing lawns please contact the Parish 
Office.     
 
12. Silence in the Church  
  
Allow five minutes before Mass in the church to 
be a time of silence and quiet reflection in 
preparation for the celebration of the Eucharist. 
No group prayer at this time and, at all times, no 
noise in the church.   
  

 
God Bless,  
 
 
Fr Ronnie Maree  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events in the Parish 
 

 Every Thursday Legion of Mary after the 
 9am mass  
 
 Every Monday from 9th January 2023 at 

10am in St Anthony’s Parish Hall a Rosary 
Prayer Group is held at 10am. It beings 
with the chaplet of Divine Mercy followed by 
praying the decades of the Rosary in 
different languages. All are welcome.  

 
 Third Wednesday of the month after the 

9am mass Anointing of the Sick.   The 
next service will be held on Wednesday  
18th Janaury 2023   

 
 Young Children’s Prayer Group 
 Every 2nd Saturday of the month. The next  
 prayer group will be held on Saturday 
 11th February 2023 in the Parish Hall at 
 4pm  All children are  welcome  
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Anthony-of-Padua-Catholic-Church-Austral-584855168825581


Mothers’ Day Dermot's Story 

Dermot McCann forgot his lines in a Sunday 

school play. Luckily his mother was in the 

front row especially to prompt him. 

She gestured and formed the words silently 

with her lips, but it did not help. Dermot's 

memory was completely blank. Finally, she 

leaned forward and whispered the cue, 'I 

am the light of the world.' Dermot beamed 

and with great feeling and a loud clear voice 

announced, 'My mother is the light of the 

world.' 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED OR ARE IN NEED OUR PRAYERS  

 
In your love and concern, please pray for:- 
 
Recently Deceased:  Johny Bezzino, Raffaele Bagnarol, Ilario Carillo, Carmela Bugeja   
Anniversaries:   
Theresa Bonanno, Ferdinando Grotto, Sharon Ajkay, Anka and Frank Banicevic, Charlie Vella, 
Veronica Sese  
Also for:    
Deceased members of the Pisano and Maiolo Families, Michael Gauci,  James Dimech,  Femia Gatt, 
and Gesu (Jesi) Lustri , Salvatore Santarosa, Giuseppe Santarosa  

We remember those who are sick in the community that the Lord will be their comforter and 
healer as we pray for:  Claudio Ribeiro, Herbet Herrman, Marija Rados, Saint Lucia, Doris and Joe 
Gauci, Fr Noel Short, Shirley Farrell, Ken O’Leary, Paul Farnsworth, Michael Jasenko, Tomislav Juric, 
Jean Poles, Hanee Abe Rached, Rhodora Manon, Anastacio Swing, Irene Norris, Natalie Biro, 
Carmela  Garzaniti, Rene D’Silva,  Mrs Mary Vella, Lena Xerri, Charito San Jose, Flossy Lobo, Linda 
and Family; Romeo San Jose  
 
A Message from the Archdiocese of Sydney  
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with the crimes are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the 
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  (02) 9390 5810 or 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org   You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest 
who will be able to provide support and guidance.  The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report 
crimes to the police.    
 
 
 

This Week’s Edition of the Catholic Weekly— Thank you for you supporting this 
publication.   

Please place $2.00 in the Poor Box  

This week’s edition includes a special 4-page wrap devoted to Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

 

  Baptisms in the Parish  Welcome to our Faith Community  

  - Benjamin  Ryder Agostino 
      Son of Christopher and Marie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Facebook:    

www.facebook.com/St-Anthonyof-Padua-Catholic Church  Austral- 584855168825581 
 
   


