
Entrance Antiphon:   Be my protector, O God, a 
mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, 
my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of 
your name. 

Responsorial Psalm:   Happy are they who follow the  

law of the Lord! 

Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the 
kingdom. Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon:  They ate and had their fill, and what they craved 
the Lord gave them; they were not disappointed in what they craved. 

Reflection:  The Book of Sirach is a collection of proverbial teachings. 
This wisdom tradition presumes a fundamental order in creation and life. 
However, human beings are not predestined to conform to this order. On 
the contrary, its very nature presumes that humans are free. Women and 
men can decide to live in conformity with the way life unfolds –and this is 
wisdom, or they can choose to disregard this order – and that is 
foolishness. Although God desires that all live in conformity to this order, 
God has predestined no one to sin. All have been given freedom of 
choice. It is up to us to use it wisely. Today’s reading addresses human 
freedom and human choice.  Composed of both instruction and prayer, 
the responsorial psalm focuses on adherence to the law (a word best 
translated ‘instruction’). The language used throughout is typical of that 
found in the wisdom tradition, a tradition characterised by a clear 
delineation of two ways of living: the way of the righteous, and the way of 
the wicked. In the instruction, a beatitude describes the rewards that 
attend righteous living. In the prayers that follow, one asks to remain 
obedient. The commitment of which the psalmist speaks means that one 
is acting out of devotion, not merely out of external observance. 
Jewish apocalyptic, within which Paul develops his instruction on wisdom, 
maintained that the secrets of the future had been written down at the 
beginning of time and preserved somewhere safe from the eyes of 
humankind. At the fullness of time, they will be revealed. Time is thus 
divided into ‘this age’ of waiting and ‘the age to come’, when all things will 
be made known. Paul contrasts the wisdom of which he speaks with the 
wisdom of this age. Everything hinges on the essence of the revealed 
mystery which is the death and resurrection of Christ. Those who are 
mature have entered into this mystery by accepting the wisdom of the 
gospel.  Jesus’ words today are based on the law and 
the prophets (the two major sections of the Bible). His 
teachings were so unprecedented that some accused 
him of rejecting his religious tradition. Jesus admits 
that his interpretations provide a new perspective, but 
they actually offer the fuller meaning of the tradition. 
The contrast he sets up is not between himself and 
the law, but between his interpretation and that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, the interpreters of the law for 
the people of that day. The formula he uses (‘You 
have heard it said ... But I say to you …’) shows that 
he demands much more than mere external 
conformity. The four teachings he contrasts 
demonstrate how radical is his reinterpretation of the 
law.                                         Author:  Dianne Bergant CSA 
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2. Pope Benedict XVI – Angelus Address - 
 St Peter’s Square Sunday, 13 February 
 2011 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
In this Sunday’s Liturgy we continue to read 
Jesus’ so-called “Sermon on the Mount”. It is 
contained in chapters 5, 6 and 7 of Matthew’s 
Gospel. After the Beatitudes, which are the 
programme of his life, Jesus proclaims the new 
Law, his Torah, as our Jewish brothers and 
sisters call it. In fact, on his coming, the Messiah 
was also to bring the definitive revelation of the 
Law and this is precisely what Jesus declares: 
“Think not that I have come to abolish the Law 
and the Prophets; I have come not to abolish 
them but to fulfill them”. 
 
And addressing his disciples, he adds: “unless 
your righteousness exceeds that of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven” (Mt 5:17, 20). But what do this 
“fullness” of Christ’s Law and this “superior” 
justice that he demands consist in? 
 
Jesus explains it with a series of antitheses 
between the old commandments and his new 
way of propounding them. He begins each time: 
“You have heard that it was said to the men of 
old…”, and then he asserts: “but I say to you”…. 
For example, “You have heard that it was said to 
the men of old, ‘you shall not kill; and whoever 
kills shall be liable to judgment’. But I say to you 
that everyone who is angry with his brother shall 
be liable to judgment” (Mt 5:21-22). 
 
And he does this six times. This manner of 
speaking made a great impression on the 
people, who were shocked, because those 
words: “I say to you” were equivalent to claiming 
the actual authority of God, the source of the 
Law. The newness of Jesus consists essentially 
in the fact that he himself “fulfils” the 
commandments with the love of God, with the 
power of the Holy Spirit who dwells within him. 
And we, through faith in Christ, can open 
ourselves to the action of the Holy Spirit who 
makes us capable of living divine love. 
 
So it is that every precept becomes true as a 
requirement of love, and all join in a single 
commandment: love God with all your heart and 
love your neighbour as yourself. “Love is the 
fulfilling of the Law”, St Paul writes (Rom 13:10). 
 
 

Dear friends, perhaps it is not by chance that 
Jesus’ first great preaching is called the “Sermon 
on the Mount”! Moses went up Mount Sinai to 
receive the Law of God and bring it to the Chosen 
People. Jesus is the Son of God himself who came 
down from Heaven to lead us to Heaven, to God’s 
height, on the way of love. Indeed, he himself is 
this way; all we have to do in order to put into 
practice God’s will and to enter his Kingdom, 
eternal life, is to follow him. 
 
Only one creature has already scaled the mountain 
peak: the Virgin Mary. Through her union with 
Jesus, her righteousness was perfect. Let us 
entrust ourselves to her so that she may guide our 
steps in fidelity to Christ’s Law.  
 
3. Ash Wednesday Masses 
 
The Lenten Season commences with our Ash 
Wednesday Masses on 22 February 2023.   Mass 
will be said at 9.00am and 7.00pm.  
 
4. Jesus Light of the World Communities 
 
All Parishioners have been invited to attend a 
retreat day.  The details of the retreat are:  
 
Theme: HEALING RECOLLECTION 
   Fr REY SENTILLAS, MI 
 
Date: 11 March 2023 (SATURDAY) 
 
Time:: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm (including Mass)  
 
Place: St Joseph’s Parish Hall 
  Walz St, Rockdale, NSW (Parking Entry 
  at Parker St.) 
BOOKING ESSENTIAL    
https://www.trybooking.com/CFURP 
Enquiries:  Helen - 0433455114    
    Ida – 0424 267 500 
 
5.. Turkey-Syria 
 Earthquake Disaster 
 
A 7.8 magnitude earthquake has unleashed 
devastation on Turkey and Syria, leaving 
thousands of people dead with this number 
expected to rise dramatically. After 12 years of 
war, Syria is at breaking point and desperately 
needs assistance.  We must act NOW and help 
those affected by this catastrophe.  Your 
generous donation means our partners in Turkey 
and Syria can respond swiftly to support the 
survivors of this unimaginable tragedy. 
 
Visit: www.caritas.org.au/syria-turkey  or call  

1800 024 413 toll free to donate now.  

https://www.trybooking.com/CFURP
http://www.caritas.org.au/syria-turkey


6. Reconciliation Information Evening  
 
We have an information evening for any child 
who is in year 3 or older who wishes to make 
their First Confession.  Please note that it is 
compulsory for a parent/care giver to attend this 
evening. The meeting will be held in the Church 
on Tuesday 21st February 2023 at 6.30pm. If you 
have any enquiries please contact the 
Sacramental Co-Ordinator by calling the parish 
office or email her at 
sacraments@stanthonysaustral.org. Please use 
the following link to or QR code to register your 
child for reconciliation.   Attendance at the 
meeting is still compulsory.    
https://forms.gle/LaAAPTVgnwPA5KU99 

 

 
 
7. The Holy Land Pilgrimage  
  
Trace the journey of Jesus from the land of his 
birth to the way he carried his cross and gave the 
eternal sacrifice in this 14-day Holy Land 
pilgrimage to Jordan & Israel led by Fr Salas 
Muttathukattil MSFS. This pilgrimage features 
places from the Old & New Testament and 
includes Petra, Mt Nebo, Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
Sea of Galilee, Mt Sinai and Jerusalem for an all-
inclusive offer of $6,940 AUD. The fare includes 
Airfare + Local Transfers in Deluxe Coaches + 
Stay in Premium Hotels + All Breakfasts & 
Dinners + English speaking professional guides. 
Departure from Sydney and Melbourne on 21st 
May 2023. For inquiries & bookings call 1300 721 
561 or email us info@magiholidays.com.au   
  
8. Silence in the Church  
  
Allow five minutes before Mass in the church to 
be a time of silence and quiet reflection in 
preparation for the celebration of the Eucharist. 
No group prayer at this time and, at all times, no 
noise in the church.   
 
9. Parking 
 
Please reserve the parking in the churchyard for 
the elderly seniors who find it difficult to walk a 
long distance from their car to the church. You 
may use the street parking on Eleventh Avenue 
or the carpark between the church and the hall. 

10. You are invited 
 
The  Ascension  Prayer  Community  is  inviting 
everyone for an evening of Praise and worship, 
teaching/Scripture reflections; and group 
discussions followed by fellowship.    Why  not  
come  along  and  join  us,  meetings will take 
place on a fortnightly basis;  Speaker for the 16

t
 

February 2023 is  Maria Hycinth. Maria is a 
teacher and prayer group Leader of Holy family 
Fellowship at Varroville.  
 
 Where:      Parish Hall at John the Baptist parish,  
                   45 Mount St, Bonnyrigg Heights  
 
 Time:       7.10pm  

Contact:  Susan:   0415 342 672 or                     
  Trudi 0414 608 538 

God Bless,  
 
 
 
 
Fr Ronnie Maree  

 
Events in the Parish 

 
 Every Thursday Legion of Mary after the 

 9am mass  
 
 Every Monday at 10am in St Anthony’s 

Parish Hall a Rosary Prayer Group  It 
beings with the chaplet of Divine Mercy 
followed by praying the decades of the 
Rosary in different languages. All are 
welcome.  

 
 Young Children’s Prayer Group 
 Every 2nd Saturday of the month. The next  
 prayer group will be held on Saturday 
 11th March 2023 in the Parish Hall at 
 4pm  All children are  welcome  
 
Dates to Remember  
 
Tuesday 14th February 2023—Sts Cyril and 
Methodius—optional memorial  
 
 

mailto:sacraments@stanthonysaustral.org
https://forms.gle/LaAAPTVgnwPA5KU99


Mothers’ Day Dermot's Story 

Dermot McCann forgot his lines in a Sunday 

school play. Luckily his mother was in the 

front row especially to prompt him. 

She gestured and formed the words silently 

with her lips, but it did not help. Dermot's 

memory was completely blank. Finally, she 

leaned forward and whispered the cue, 'I 

am the light of the world.' Dermot beamed 

and with great feeling and a loud clear voice 

announced, 'My mother is the light of the 

world.' 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED OR ARE IN NEED OUR PRAYERS  

 
In your love and concern, please pray for:- 
 
Recently Deceased:  Michael Imbert, Vincent Vella, His Eminence Cardinal George Pell, Carmen 
Muscat, Angie Casha, Johny Bezzino 
 
Anniversaries:   
Antonio Pisano, Constantina Cascio, Ermes(Amos) Valleri, Giuseppe Catanea, Vincenzo Camera, 
Antonio Armando Dicembre, Emilio Dicembre, Marianglea Pelle, Theresa Bonanno, Ferdinando 
Grotto, Sharon Ajkay, Anka and Frank Banicevic, Ben Xerri, Maria Caterina Siciliano,  Maria 
Giuseppa Simone, 
Also for:    
Michael Sammut,  Christine Grixti and Joesephine Casha, James Dimech,  Gesu (Jesi) Lustri , 
Salvatore Santarosa, Giuseppe Santarosa  

We remember those who are sick in the community that the Lord will be their comforter and 
healer as we pray for:  Claudio Ribeiro, Herbet Herrman, Marija Rados, Saint Lucia, Doris and Joe 
Gauci, Fr Noel Short, Shirley Farrell, Ken O’Leary, Paul Farnsworth, Michael Jasenko, Tomislav Juric, 
Jean Poles, Hanee Abe Rached, Rhodora Manon, Anastacio Swing, Irene Norris, Natalie Biro, 
Carmela Garzaniti, Rene D’Silva,  Mrs Mary Vella, Lena Xerri, Charito San Jose, Flossy Lobo, Linda 
and Family; Romeo San Jose  
 
A Message from the Archdiocese of Sydney  
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with the crimes are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the 
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  (02) 9390 5810 or 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org   You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest 
who will be able to provide support and guidance.  The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report 
crimes to the police.    
 

This Week’s Edition of the Catholic Weekly— Thank you for you supporting this 
publication.   Please place $2.00 in the Poor Box 

  
This week’s edition of  the Catholic Weekly will include a special commemorative magazine devoted 
to remembering Cardinal George Pell.  It will feature contributions from a stellar lineup of contributors 
including Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, journalist Tess Livingstone, Hayden Ramsay, religious, 
clergy and many others paying tribute to the life and achievements of the late cardinal. 
  
    Baptisms in th Parish—Welcome to our Faith Community  
 

  Santina Marongiu 
  Daughter of Marco and Rhiannon  
  
  Clara Marie Boundy 
  Daughter of Raymond and Emma  
     

     Penelope Rose Ramirez 
     Daughter of Daniel and Lauren  
  
     Jesse Prochilo  
     Son of Anthony and Julianne  
     

       
 

 Facebook:   www.facebook.com/St-Anthonyof-Padua-Catholic Church  Austral-  
     584855168825581 

 


